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Lament in Old Age

Every tooth, ah me! has crumbled, dropped and fallen in decay!

Tooth it was not, nay say rather, 'twas a brilliant lamp's bright ray;

Each was white and silvery-flashing, pearl and coral in the light,

Glistening [ike the stars of morning or the raindrop sparkling bright;

Not a one remaineth to me, lost through weakness and decay,

Whose the fault? "Twas surely Saturn's planetary rule, long lapse of days;

No, the fault of Saturn 'twas not, not the long long lapse of days;

‘What then?' I wz[[ answer tru[y Providence wﬁzcﬁ goJ c{zsp%)i

Ever like to this u porld s--ball ¢ __i[ust_ as in the ast,
: netfz long as zts

Ball of dust for aye re

Time, in fact, at the s
And anon rejuvehat_ei
Many a desert waste
And a garden glad existe
Ah, thou moon-faced, misky: i ""‘ﬁnow or deem
What was once thy,poor sla

On him now thy curli fow,
In those days thou 10 Cheits i “flow.
Where are the cfayf g 1 o
Time there was when
Pleasure in excess
Always brought he
Every captive Turk
Ah, how many a beax
Came by night as pi -,,
Sparkling wine and eyes
High-priced tﬁouy i they i
Always happy, never Grié
And my heart to g

e,
Many a heart to: , f by the mag 7 .
Yea, though it weh-‘ﬁ’a tone, hai uggg worse.
Ever was my Reen eye (Zpk’n lfo;? : * s | E)‘@f 0\

Ever alert my ear to listen to the wor&f -wise man qf song.
House I had not, wife nor children, no, nor female family tzes,

Free from these and unencumbered have I been in every wise.

Rudaki's sad plight in old age, Sage, thou verily dost see;

In those days thou didst not see him as this wretch of low degree.

In those days thou didst not see him when he roved the wild world o'er,
Songs inditing, chatting gaily, with a thousand tales and more.

Time there was when that his verses broadcast through the whole world ran,
Time there was when he all-hailed was, as the bard of Khurasan,

Who had greatness? Who had favour, of all people in the land?



I it was had favour, greatness, from the Saman scions' hand;

Khurasan's own Amir, Nasr, forty thousand dirhams gave,

And a fifth to this was added by Prince of Pure and Brave;

From his nobles, widely scattered, came a sixty thousand more;

Those the times when mine was fortune, fortune good in plenteous store.
Now the times have changed--and I, too, changed and altered must succumb,
Bring the beggar's staff here to me; time for staff and script has come!

Abu Abullah Rudakl_(d AD 940). "Ft'aﬁé,‘lated by A. V. Wllham Jackson

The mother i)f :4_;
And her children se

But you won't be a ¢
‘Un[ess you first tr&m le |

From its motﬁ
Until it has nur:
From April until

Abu Abullah Rudak

The Ju-yi Mulia ".'. L
We long fort st ¢ ar frie
The sands of téz 16
Beneath my '
Glad at the ﬁ‘l \‘y
Up to our girths Ly hiny
Long live @u/{ﬂum > ¢t
Joyous toward. 3
The moon's the pr
O SKky, the Moon shall [ gﬁt thee by anc[ 5y’
Bukhara is the Mead, the Cypress he;
Recerve at last, O Mead, thy Cypress tree!

Abu Abullah Rudaki (d. AD 940)
Translated by A. J. Arberry, 1958




The Muliyan Brook I Recall

The sweet fragrance of the Muliyan brooR,
Recalls memories, so long ago forsook,

Rough sands of t -@w&neatﬁ my feet,
Caress them a 2% R would, t and sweet. e
Enjoy life everl ' T
Your guest's the 2
Tumultuous O ¢
Greeting us, leap
O Bukhara!
Thou art the SKy, bril
O mighty SKy, embrac
Thou art the Mead
Receive Thee anon, Tt

Abu Abullah Ru
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